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BASRALI MESHUR MUHADDIS YAHYA b. SAID e KATTAN/IN
HADIS iLMiNDERN@;i

Basrian Famous Traditionist Yahy3 B. Sai -al-Kattin’s Place In The
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Yahya b. Satd el-Kattdn (198) one of the most famous traditionist who lived in
¢ second age after hijra. He was from the atbéu t-16biin generation. Yahyd b. Said
Kattan was born 120 (ah) in Basra and died 198 (ah) in there too. He accompl ished
hadisth education in Basra. Yahyd b. Said continued Su’be’s lectures throught
ent years. However he visited centres of knowledge in his age like Baghdad, Macca
d Kifa to increase his hadith knowledge. His reputation derives from his
hievements in the field of narrator critisizm (nakdu r-vicdl). He is accepted the first
aditionist who collected his statements connected with narrator critisizm. He is
cognized as a rigid critic in the field of hadith and narrator critisizm.
Key Words: Yahyd b. Said el-Kattdn, science of hadith, narrator critisizim,
rigid critic. :
Giris
Hadis tarihinin erken donemiyle ilgili aragtirmalar oldukga onemlidir. Hicri
irinci asirda bir kismy yazili olarak, ¢ogunlugu ise sozlii olarak aktarilan rivayetler

erinde, hicri ikinci aswrda yogun bir ilmi fadliyet yiritilmis ve daginik vaziyette
¢ baglanmustir, Hicrd ikinci asir, hadisin

olan bu genis hadis malzemesi tedvin edilmey
altin ¢agn olarak kabul edilen tiglincti asrmn hazirlayicist olmak bakimmdan dnemlidir.
Hicri ikinci asirda hadis tarihine damgasini vuran ve bu ilmin sistemlesme-

sinde Snemli rol oynayan biiylik muhaddisler yetigmistir. Su’be b. el-Haccic (160),
 Abdulmelik b. Cureyc (150), Malik b. Enes (179), Sufyan es-Sevti (161), Sufyén b.
Uyeyne (198) ve el-Evzéi (157) gibi muhaddisler, bunlardan sadece birkagidir. Bizim
‘bu calismada hadis ilmindeki yerini ortaya koymaya caligtigionz Yahya b. Said el-

Kattan (120-198) da hicri ikinci asrin yetistirmis oldugu bitylik muhaddislerden birisi-

dir. Yahya b. Said, yukarida bir kagmnt zikrettigimiz meshur muhaddislere dgrencilik
etmis, kendisi de bu ilimde cok dnemli yere sahip olan Ahmed b. Hanbel (241), Ali b.
el-Medini (234) ve Yahya b. Main (233) gibi tigtincii asrin sohretl muhaddislerine
hocalik yapmustir. Etbdu’t-tabiin neslinin en Genmli simalarindan olan Yahya b. Said’i
- hadis ilminde sohrete ulagtiran esas mevzu, onun rical konusundaki ihtisast olmugtur.
Her ne kadar daha 6nce basladigy kabul edilse de, rical tenkidciligi etbau’t-tabiin dev-
rinde yeni bir asamaya girmistir. Bu donemde Islam cografyasmn degisik bolgelerin-
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YAHYA B. ABI KATHIR

members of the clans of Lihyan, Ri‘l, Dhakwin
and ‘Usayya, who had participated in murdering
Muhammad’s envoys to BiT Ma‘tna, an incident
that reportedly took place a few months after the
battle of Uhud in the year 4/625'.

Heis SCL in Mz., X1II, no. 17781, a version from
" the MC on the night salat, ¢f. Hisham b. ‘Urwa
under no. 17150 for a clear CL in this MC.

With a strand on the avthority of AbGi Salama
b. “Abd ar-Rahman—Zaynab bt. AbT Salama—her
mother Umm Salama, the Prophet’s wife:

e “While I was lying next to the Prophet
under a villous cloth, my period suddenly
started. I crept out from under the cloth and
went out and gathered my menstruation
clothes to put on. The Prophet said: ‘Have
you started to bleed?” ‘Yes,’ I said. Then
he invited me back to bed underneath the
cloth (1). The Prophet used to kiss me
while he was fasting (2). I and the Prophet
used to wash ourselves after intercourse
from one and the same water vessel (3)”,

cf. Mz., X111, nos. 18270-2 (kh, 30/24, 2, Fath, 1,
pp. 418, 438 f, m, 1, pp. 243, 257, s, g, confirmed
in IH., VI, pp. 291, 300, 318, Darimi, 1, p. 260,
Abt Ya'la, XTI, pp. 424 f, AbT ‘Awana, I, p. 310%).
With hordes of SSs and a few PCLs converging in
him, Yahya b. Abi Kathwr is the believable CL
of this tradition. It consists of three parts which
appear to be combined into a composite in some
sources, in others they are presented separately or
in pairs. Elements (2) and (3) show up also in differ-
ent contexts and their inclusion here was probably
achieved at the hands of one or more later transmit-
ters in this bundle.

Yahya b. Adam, a mawla from Kifa who died in
203/818. He is the author of a well-known book on
khargj, land tax®. He is also a transmitter of certain
fame, for he is mentioned last in the roll of honour of
early Islam’s most prestigious personalities among
its traditionists as drawn up by Ibn al-Madfni, cf.
his Kitab al-ilal, p. 43.

With a strand on the authority of Sharik b. ‘Abd
Allah—‘Ammar b. Mu‘awiya ad-Duhni—Abt ‘z-
Zubayr Muhammad b. Muslim b. Tadrus—Jabir b.
‘Abd Allah:

1. Cf. ET' 2, s.n. (Bosworth).
2. Ed. Th.W. Juynboll, Leiden 1896, and ed. A.M. Shakir,
Cairo 1929, 1987 etc.

® “On the day the Prophet entered Mecca he
had a white banner”,

cf. Mz., II, no. 2889 (d, ‘Awn al-ma'biad, VI, p.
183, 1,5, ¢). Yahya b. Adam is CL. The tradition is
solely associated with him, says ¢ on the authority
of kh.

With a strand on the authority of Thawri—
Haktm b. Jubayr—Muhammad b. ‘Abd ar-Rahman
b. Yazid—his father ‘Abd ar-Rahmin b. Yazid—
‘Abd Allah b. Mas'td:

@ “The Prophetonce said: ‘“He who begs with-
out needing to do so will arrive on the Day
of Resurrection with all sorts of scratches
and lacerations on his face.” He was asked:
‘How rich must one be for this to happen,
Messenger of God?' ‘Fifty ditham or its
equivalent in gold’, he answered”,

cf. Mz., VI, no. 9387 (d, ‘Awn al-ma'biid, V, pp.
211, t, 5, g, confirmed in Bay., VII, p. 24). Yahya
is (S)CL. Next to him we find Waki' as alternative
(S)CL.

Yahya b. SaTd al-Qattin, a mawla from Basra.
His prowess in traditions and knowledge of trans-
mitters earned him the honorific amfr al-miu’'minin
Ji 'l-hadith. He is said to have died in 198/8123. In
the following he is referred to as Yahya al-Qattzn,
to be distinguished from Yahya b. SaTd al-Ansari.

With a strand on the authority of Thawri— Abil
Ishaq as-SabT1—al-Bar b. ‘Azib:

® “Sixteen or seventeen months (after the
Hijra) we prayed in the direction of Bayt
al-Maqdis, then we were ordered to turn
towards the Ka'ba”,

cf. Mz., I, no. 1849 (kh, 65/18, m, L, p. 374, s, con-
firmed in TIH., IV, p. 289). Yahya al-Qattan is the
clear CL. Although a range of SSs and a spider con-
verge in Abf Ishaq, all supporting a similar marn,
these fail to convince that Abu Ishaq is anything
more than its SCL.

With a strand on the authority of Ibn Jurayj—
Muhammad b. ‘Abbad b. Ja'far— Abii Salama ‘Abd
Allgh b. Sufyan—‘Abd Allah b. as-S7’ib:

¢ “On the day Mecca was conquered I saw
how the Prophet, while performing a salar,
placed his sandals on his left”,

3. For more details, see MT, p. 238; Dhahabr, Sivar, IX,
pp. 175-88.

Juynboll, G. H. A., Encyclopedia of Canonical Hadith,
Leiden 2007. pp. ///-447 -ISAM 1869689.
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