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father’s brother the Zaydi imam al-Nasir i ’l-Hakk |

[see AL-HASAN AL- -UTROsH|, who had been active n
Hawsam teaching Zaydi Islam among the Gilis and
the Daylamis before conquering Amul and Tabaristan.
As Zaydl ‘Ahd rule collapsed in Tabaristan, al-Tha’ir
was able to establish it further west in Hawsam on
a durable basis. Following the example of al-Nasir i
l-Hakk, he repeatedly invaded Tabaristan, seizing
Amul, but was never able to hold the town for more
than a few months. The first time, in 320/932, he
was allied with the Daylami Mékén [g.2.]. In three
further invasions between 337/948 and 341/953, he
was first allied with the Ustandar of Riiyin, then with
the Ziyand Wushmgir, and finally with the Bayid
Rukn al-Dawla. He died in 350/961 and was buried
in Miyan Dih, 30 km/20 miles east of Hawsam
(Rudisar), where his tomb still exists. His descendants,
several of whom adopted his regnal name al-Tha’ir
fi ’llah, continued to rule in Hawsam, at times in
competition with descendants of al-Nasir li ’l-Hakk
and other ‘Alids. When Lahidjan in the 6th/12th cen-
tury replaced Hawsam as the centre of Zaydi schol-
arship in eastern Gilan, a branch of the family was
active there.

Bibliography: Sabi, al-Tadpr, in Arabic lexis con-
cerning the history of the Zaydi Imams, Beirut 1987, 16,
38-40; Ibn Istandiyar, Ta’rikk-i Tabaristan, ed. ‘Abbis
Ikbal, Tehran 1320/1941, 1, 106, 299-301; S.M.
Stern, The coins of Amul, in NC, 7th ser., vii (1967),
esp. 227-31, 273-5; W. Madelung, Aba Ishag al-
Sabi on the Alids of Tabarisian and Gildn, in FNES,
xxvi (1967), esp. 43-6; idem, The minor dynasties of
Northern Iran, in Camb. list. of Iran, iv, 219-22,

(W. MabELUNG)

AL-THAKAFI, Israniv 8. Mumammap, Abh Ishak,
Sh1‘T writer and scholar, b. at an unknown date
around the beginning of the 3rd century A.H., d.
283/896.

His ancestors, from the Thakif, had always been
faithful partisans of the ‘Alids, and his great-grand-
father, the Companion Sa‘d b. Mas‘tid, had been gov-
ernor of al-Mada’m for ‘Alf, with his loyal qualities
displayed at the battle of Siffin [g.2.] in 37/658 (al-
Sam‘ani, Ansdb, ed. Haydarabad, ii, 144). Regret-
tably little 1s known of Ibrahim’s life and intellectual
development, but he was brought up in Zaydi Shr‘t
circles in Kifa, showing a tendency, however, when
he grew up for a moderate Imamism. His vast knowl-
edge and talents were appreciated by his contempo-
raries (cf. Ibn al-Nadim, Fikrst, ed. Tadjaddud, Tehran
1850/1971, 279; Yakat, Irshad, i, 294-5). His moder-
ation and objectivity caused him to leave his natal
town under pressure {rom extremist Shi‘Ts after hav-
ing difficultes with the dissemination of his al-Ma‘rifa
St l-mandkib wa ‘l-mathalib (sc. of the AAl al-Bayt), and
despite receiving offers from colleagues in Kumm, he
preferred to move to the freer atmosphere of Isfahan,
where he lived ull he died.

Al-Thakaft was a fertile author. According to Abi
Dija“far al-Tust, Fihrist, Nadjal 1380/1961, 27-8, he
wrote some 50 works, mainly on Imamism and ‘Alid
history, fields in which he was a recognised author-
ity. One may mention particularly the £ al-Imama al-
kabir, K. al-Ashriba, K. al-Ri’ya, K. al-Ta’vikh (a universal
history), K. Siffin, K. al-Dramal (i.c. the Battle of the
Camel), K. Maktal Amir al-Mu’minin (sc. ‘AlT), K. Maktal
al-Husayn, K. Ras@’il Amir al-Mwminin wa-akhbariti, cte.
From all this rich production, only one work has sur-
vived, the K. al-Gharai or al-Istinfar wa “l-ghdrat (ed.
‘Abd al-Zahra’ al-Khatib, Damascus-Beirut 1410/
19903, dealing with the conflict of ‘Alf and Mu‘awiya

and stressing the latter’s raids into the lands controlled
by ‘Al after Siffin and the arbitratton at Diimat al-
Dijandal [g.2.]. The Mu‘tazili Ibn Abi ’I-Hadid gives
long passages from it in his Shark Nahdi al-balagha
(Cairo 1385-7/1965-7, 11, 6, 9-15, 85-8, 113-25, 286,
291, 294, 301; ui, 127-48; iv, 34-53, 57, 80, 83-7,
8§9-92, 94, 96-100, 106; vi, 56-1010, 128, 136-7; vii,
46-7) used by the editor al- Khatib to supplemem the
unique Zahirlyya ms. of the X al-Gharat.
szlzog;ap/z_l See also Sam‘@ni, 1i, 137; Safadi,

vi, 120-1; AbG “Alf al-Astarabadhi, Muntaha al-makal,

Tehran 1302/1884, 25-6; Agha Buzurg Tihrani,

Dhari‘a, v, 62, 64-5; ‘Amili, Ayan al-Shi'a, v, 414-

23; Kh“ansari, Rawdat al-djannat, 2; Baghdadt, Idah

al-makniin, 1, 45, 355; al-Hasan al-Sadr, 7a’sis al-

Shia, Kazimiyya 1370/1951, 72; Brockelmann, S 1,

225; Zinklt, Aam, 1, 56; Kahhala, M’ allifin, 1, 95,

109; Sezgin, GAS, 1, 321; ‘Abd al-Zahra’ al-Khatb,

Magsadir Nahd] al-balagha, Nadjaf 1386/1966, i, 62-

4; idem, introd. to ed. of the K al-Gharat, 3-8.

_ (MoxTar DjeBLI)

AL-THAKAFI, YOsur B. ‘Umar, governor of
‘Irak between 120/738 and 126/744 under the
Umayyad caliphs Hisham b. ‘Abd al-Malik and al-
Walid II b, Yazid b. ‘Abd al-Malik, His father, ‘Umar,
was a cousin of al-Hadjdjadj [¢.#.], both being grand-
sons of al-Hakam b, Abi ‘Akil of the B. Sa‘d b, ‘Awf
of Thakif. As governor, his residence was in al-Hira
rather than in al-Kafa, the more usual gubernatorial
seat,

Before his appointment over ‘Irak, Yusuf had been
governor of Yemen, where he had been installed by
the caliph Hisham, probably in 106/725. Reports
about his activities there mainly concern his suppres-
sion of various Kharidjite rebellions. There is also a
tradition that he was responsible for the death of
Wahb b. Munabbih [g.2.] during his governorate in
Yemen.

Hisham commanded him to go to ‘Irak in 120/738
in order to depose and take over from Khalid b.
‘Abd Allah al-Kasri [¢.0.]. Much of the material relat-
ing to Yasuf in the sources concerns the circumstances
of his takeover from Khilid and his subsequent pro-
longed and interrupted attempts to extract from the
latter the wealth he had accumulated during his lengthy
governorship over ‘Irak. After the death of Hisham,
al-Walid b. Yazid is reported to have sold the former
governor to Yuisuf for a considerable sum of money,
and Khalid died under Yasuf’s torture at the begin-
ning of 126/late 743. The other major event con-
nected with Yasuf’s period of office was the revolt
of Zayd b. ‘All b, Husayn b. ‘All [g2] in al-Kifa
in 121-2/739-40, which was suppressed by him.

The coming of Yusuf to ‘Irak was associated with
an intensification of the rivalry between Yemen and
Mudar and with a shift from Yemeni to Mudari dom-
inance. Thakif were part of Kays (Mudar), and Yiisuf
replaced the Yemeni governors and officials with men
of his own. There are accounts in the sources of
Yisuf’s maltreatment and torture of several of Khalid’s
appointecs. It is not clear how far he was responsi-
ble for the appointment of Nagr b. Sayyar [q.0.] over
Khuwasan. Nasr is generally portrayed as owing his
appointment to the caliph Hisham, but some reports
have Yasuf playing a part (others show him as bcing
opposed to Nasrj, while al-TabarT (ii, 1665) cites a
verse which claims that Yasul himself chose Nagsr for
the job.

His own fall from ofhce followed the murder of
al-Walid II and the succession of Yazid I h. al-
Walid as caliph (Djumiada II 126/April 744). When

oo ma%aﬁm% J




